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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To make an entire device small in size by 
providing a drum shutter which can move to a position 
where the image carrier of a process cartridge capable 
of being mounted in a device main body ?s covered and a 
retreat posrtion between the process cartridge and a 
fixation device and a fan between the drum shutter in 
the retreat position and the process cartridge. 

CONSTITUTION: When the drum shutter 28 is retreated 
between the process cartridge 2 and the fixation device 
14 in a state where the process cartridge 2 is mounted 
in the device main body 1 , an air pat is formed between 
the process cartridge 2 and the drum shutter 2B. By 
driving the fan 41 1 the air flow occurs in the air path 
and a heat insulating layer which shuts off the radiant 
heat from the fixation device 14 is formed. Therefore, 
the rising of temperature in the cartridge 2 caused by 
the heat of the fixation device 14 can be prevented by 
utilizing the drum shutter 28 and a conveyance path 
between the cartridge 2 and the fixation device 14 can 
be shortened. Thus, the entire device can be made small 
in size. 
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